
 
ASA Statistical Consulting Section 2015 Executive Committee Meeting  

Minutes of Executive Committee of the Statistical Consulting Section, American Statistical Association 
The Joint Statistical Meetings, Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse, Seattle Washington 

 
Prepared by Ann Lazar, Secretary/Treasurer Elect 

Section Microsite: http://community.amstat.org/CNSL/Home/ 

CNSL section officers present: Walter Ambrosius (Chair 2014); Eric Vance (Chair 2015); Ann Lazar (Secretary/Treasurer 
Elect 2012-2013; 2014-2015); Chris Holloman (Chair, 2016; Executive Committee Member, 2013-2015); Stuart Gansky  
(Sections Rep 2013-2015); Isabella Ghement (Program Chair, 2016); Vanetta Grover (Publications Officer, 2015-2016); 
MaryJo Smith (Sections Rep, 2015-2017); Chuck Kinkaid (chair elect 2016); Ralph Turner (Secretary/Treasurer 2016-
2017) 
 
Absent:  Kim Love-Meyers (Program Chair 2015; Newsletter Editor, 2014-2020 and Program Chair); Scott Berry 

(Executive Committee, 2014-2016); Christopher Swearingen (Assistant Newsletter Editor 2011-2020); Ravi Makhija 

(webmaster);  

Chair Report presented by Eric Vance:  

 Called the executive meeting to order at approximately 6:45 am 

 Agenda for the meeting was distributed, and the chair solicited additional agenda items 

 Nominations for elections were requested to be sent to Walter Ambrosius by October 1st   

 Suggested a joint mixer but separate business meetings 

 Investigating how many free members continue with section 

 Three initiatives 

1) Mentoring Award 

Committee Developed for Section Mentoring Awards with Stuart Gansky, Anita and Bruce Craig 
2) Train next generation of collaborative statisticians; Received response from 60 representatives from 

university  to detail current approach to collaboration at their respective university 

3) LISA 2020 mentoring network initiative.  Currently 20 labs, including in Nigeria. 

 

Program report of the CNSL program presented by Isabella Ghement charged with RoundTables and Kim Love Meyers 

charged with program: 

 Kim Love Meyers circulated bookmarks with a description of the program for officers to distribute.  These 

bookmarks were a great success. 

 Suggested that Todd Nick, former chair of this section, that we develop a memorial session 

 3 sessions were invited and 2 were in the competition 

Three awards to be presented by Kim Love-Meyers at the Business Meeting 

 Best contributed session (for the organizer) of $750 with a plaque was awarded to ‘Harry Dean Johnson for the 

session, "The Non-Technical Skills Needed to be an Effective Statistical Consultant." 



 
 Best contributed paper, a $500 prize with a plaque, was awarded to Jason Parcon for the presentation, 

"Increasing the Efficiency of Consumer Tests Using Robust Statistical Procedures.”  

 Best Poster, a $250 prize and plaque, and membership in the Section (if not already) was awarded to Leann Long 

for the poster, "Effect Size Measures and Meta-Analysis for Alternating Treatment Single-Case Design Data.” 

Webmaster Report presented by Eric Vance for Ravi Makhija  

 He plans to make posts on the website 

 Chuck Kinkaid suggests indexing of topics for the newsletter to make it searchable 

 Requested that everyone contribute to the microsite in the form of blogs and discussions.   
 

Secretary/Treasurer Report Presented by Ann Lazar 
 

 Copy of the treasury report can be found on the microsite 

 The overall balance has increased from $12,346 to $14,398, with revenues exceeding expenses by $2051. This 
was a welcomed increase since two years ago expenditures exceed revenue.   Chapter dues were raised by $1 
from $6 to $7 two years ago as a way to increase revenues due to rising costs and additional awards being 
offered to our section members.  For other sections, chapter dues range from $3 to $12. Cost of webinars are 
increasing to $550 per webinar.   
 

 

 Membership was approximately the same since 12/13 at approximately 1700 members.  Membership was lower 
in 10-11, where membership was approximately 1600 members.  Though, the actual dues paying members has 
been lower since 12 when ASA offered free membership. 
 

Report on Door Prizes presented by Ann Lazar 
 

 She solicited donors for door prizes for the business meeting 

 $350 From Sage, received 3 gift certificates totaling $350 ($200.00, $100.00, and $50.00) 

 $50 book voucher donated by Wiley books 

 Cambridge donated two books 

 STATA 14 donated a license 

 3 Gift certificates from SAS 

 Vaneeta Grover donated a thermos 

 Chuck Kinkaid donated a polo shirt 

 
 

Newsletter Report by Eric Vance for Kim Love-Meyers and Chris Swearingen 

 Released 1 month ago in July;  

 Three newsletters planned every year 

 Chris is now handling the technical side of the newsletter (e.g., copy-editing) while Kim handles the content 

 A newsletter was circulated  

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/JSM/2015/onlineprogram/AbstractDetails.cfm?abstractid=316853


 
 Last year, Kim Love-Meyers circulated a JSM survey for the section that she was developing  (see 

https://ugeorgia. qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_OPOSIY3jUeUCGVn), which directs respondents to the section 

newsletter when completed. Waiting for results. 

  Council of Sections Report by Stuart Gansky, and Maryjo Smith 
 

 Lifetime Data Analysis applied to become a Section of ASA- requires 100 members; officers and charter  

 Sections recently added were Medical Device Section (added last year), Bayesian and Nonparametrics 

 The same allocation of JSM non-competitive Invited Sessions to Sections Process was provided again (see 2014 
notes) 

 Discussed the development of the mentoring program for the section  

 Committee Developed for Section Mentoring Awards with Stuart Gansky, Anita and Bruce 
 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:20am 

 
 


